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too great a distance to do much good or harm to the Eu-
ropean world:

That the inhabitants, being French, were always pa-
pists, who are certainly more dangerous as enemies than
as subjects:

That though the province be wide, the people are few,
probably not so many as may be found in one of the larger
English counties:

That persecution is not more virtuous in a protestant
than a,papist; and that, while we blame Lewis the four-
teenth, for his dragoons and his galleys, we ought, when
power comes into our hands, to use it with greater equity:

That when Canada, with its inhabitants, was yielded,
the free enjoyment of their religion was stipulated; a con-
dition, of which king William, who was .no propagator of
popery, gave an example nearer home, at the surrender
of Limerick:

That in an age, where every mouth is open for liberty
of conscience, it is equitable to show some regard to the
conscience of a papist, who may be supposed, like other
men, to think himself safest in his own religion; and that
those, at least, who enjoy a toleration, ought not to deny
it to our new subjects.

If liberty of conscience be a natural right, we have no
power to withhold it; if it be an indulgence, it may be al-
lowed to papists, while it is not denied to other sects.

A patriot is necessarily and invariably a lover of the
people. But even this mark may sometimes deceive us.

The people is a very heterogeneous and confused mass
of the wealthy and the poor, the wise and the foolish, the -
good and the bad. Before we confer on a man, who ca-
resses the people, the title of patriot, we must examine to
what part of the people he directs his notice. It is pro-
verbially said, that he who dissembles his own character,
may be known by that of his companions. If the candi->
date of patriotism endeavours to infuse right opinions into
the higher ranks, and, by their influence, to regulate the
lower; if he consorts chiefly with the wise, the temperate,